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Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key concepts PSE 
Oracy, Vocab 

Investigate living 
things 
Take inspiration, 
develop ideas 

Investigate materials Investigate & interpret 
the past 
 

Understand animals & 
humans 

Build an overview of 
world history 

English The Way Back Home, The Awongalema Tree,   A 
River, In Every House In Every Street 

The Skies above my eyes, Field trip to the moon, 
A Journey through space, How to catch a star 

Katie in London, The Ghanaian Goldilocks, 
Goldilocks and the three bears 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading, listening and  

discussing stories  

Simple punctuation Sit 

and hold a pencil 

correctly  

Letter formation c, o, 

a, d, s, g, q  

Number formation 0 to 

9   

Pronoun ‘I’  
Spaces between words 
Sequence simple 
sentences  
Start to appreciate and 
write poetry  
Common Exception  

Words  

Rainbow Words   

Dictated sentences 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading, listening and  

discussing stories  

 Sit and hold a pencil 

correctly  

Sequence simple 
sentences  
Letter formation r, n, 

m,  

b, h, k, p, i, u, l, t, e  

Punctuation  

Personal pronouns  

Conjunction ‘and’,  

‘because’  

Adjectives  

Start to appreciate and 
write poetry  
Common Exception  

Words  

Rainbow Words  
Comprehension 
questions  
Dictated sentences  
 

Reading, listening and 
discussing stories  
 Sit and hold a pencil 

correctly  

Letter formation: j, y, 

g,  

f, v, w, x, z  

Capital letters A to Z  

Punctuation 
Sequence simple 
sentences to form a 
short narrative 
Conjunction ‘and’,  
‘because’  

Adjectives  

Recite a poem  

Start to appreciate 
and write poetry 
Recount writing  
Past Tense – ed  

Instructional writing  

Plurals –s, -es Common  

Exception Words  

Rainbow Words  
Comprehension 
questions 

Reading, listening 
and discussing 
stories 
 Letter formation:  c, 
o, a, d, s, g, q r, n, 
m, b, h, k, p  
Sequence sentences 
to form short 
narratives  
Sit and hold a pencil 
correctly  
Prefix –un where no 
change is needed to 
the root word  
Punctuation 
Question mark - ?  

Exclamation mark - !  

Time adverbials 
Comprehension 
questions  
Common Exception  

Words  

Rainbow Words   

 

Reading, listening 
and discussing 
stories 
 Sit and hold a 
pencil correctly  
Letter formation: 
c, o, a, d, s, g, q  
r, n, m, b, h, k, p 
i, u, l, t, e,   
j, y, g, f, v, w, x, z  

Spaces between words 
Sequence sentences to 
form short narratives  
Plurals –s, -es Common  

Prefix –un  

Suffixes –ing, -ed, -er, 
est  
Non-fiction 
Instructional writing  
Time adverbials, bossy 
verbs  
Common Exception  

Words  

Rainbow Words  
Comprehension 
questions  

Reading, listening 
and discussing 
stories 
 Sit and hold a 
pencil correctly  
Letter formation  

Spaces between words 
Sequence sentences to 
form short narratives 
Instructional writing  
Common Exception  

Words  

Rainbow Words  
Comprehension 
questions  
Dictated sentences 

Talk for 
Writing 

Katie Visits Rushden – A  
Journey Story 

The Rainbow Fish – A 
Journey Story  

Snowflakes –A  Rags to  
Riches  story 

How Tortoise Lost His  
Shell – A Wishing Tale  

Jack and the Beanstalk – 
Defeating the Baddie  

The Gingerbread Man - 
Cumulative Tale  



 Year 1 Curriculum 2021-22 Try Respect Inspire Succeed 
 

      

Maths Number and place value (1) 
Number and place value (2) 
Addition and subtraction (1) 
Addition and subtraction (2) 
Geometry – properties of shape 
Number and place value (3) 
 

Addition and subtraction (1) 
Addition and subtraction (2) 
Number and place value 
Measurement – length and height 
Measurement – weight and volume 
 

Multiplication and division (1) 
Multiplication and division (2) 
Fractions 
Geometry – position and direction 
Number and place value 
Measurement – time 
Measurement - money 

Science What trees grow in Rushden? What plants are 
there in our community? 

What materials can I use on the Earth and on the 
moon? Can I work scientifically? 

How are animals and humans alike? 

 
Knowledge 
 
 
 
 
Skills 

Identify and name a variety of common wild and 
garden plants, including deciduous and 
evergreen trees.  
Identify and describe the basic structure of a 
variety of common flowering plants, including 
trees.  
 
To distinguish between an object and the 
material from which it is made.  
Observing the weather  
 

Elements of Working  

Scientifically:  

Ask simple questions, observe closely, identify, 
compare, look for patterns.  

Identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, 
water, and rock.  
 
 Describe the simple physical properties of a 

variety of everyday materials.  

Observing the weather 

 To compare and group together a variety of 

everyday materials on the basis of their simple 

physical properties.  

  

Elements of Working Scientifically: Observe, 
classify, simple tests.  
 
Elements of Working  

Scientifically:  

Ask simple questions, observe closely, identify, 
compare, look for patterns. 

Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of 
the human body and say which part of the body 
is associated with each sense.  
Identify and name a variety of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals.  
Group animals according to what they eat.  
 

Identify and name a variety of common animals 
that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  
  

Describe and compare the structure of a variety 
of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals.  
 
Observing the weather  
 
Elements of Working Scientifically: Observe, 
compare, classify, and make observations over 
time.  
 

 
Computing  Can I paint? Can I retrieve my picture and edit 

it? 
Can I command a robot? 
 

Can I code? 
Can I use technology safely? 
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Knowledge 
 
Skills 

Online Safety  

Grouping and Sorting 
 
Save and retrieve 

Minecraft-  

Algorithms 
 

Maze Explorers  

Animated Story Books 
Algorithms and 
debugging 

Animated stories with 
text and sound 
 Saving and Retrieving 

Coding 
Control icons   
Changing inputs to 
change output 
 

Technology in and 
outside school 
Online safety 

History  How has Rushden 
changed? 

 The Great Fire of 
London 

  

Knowledge 
 
Skills 

 Changes overtime 
Historical places in the 
locality 
Recognise and talk 
about change 
 
Guy Fawkes/Bonfire  

Night  

Remembrance Day 

 Know what it was like 
for people 
Investigate and 
interpret evidence: 
Samuel Pepy’s diary, 
stories 
Identify some of the 
ways the past has been 
represented. 

Communicate 
knowledge through: 
Discussion…. Drawing 
pictures… Drama/role 
play.. Making 
models….. Writing.. 
Using ICT… 

 

Geography Where is my school 
located? 

    How is London 
different from Ghana? 

Knowledge 
 
Skills 

Location knowledge  
Human and Physical 
features 
Mapping, field work 
and compass 

    Location knowledge  
Human and Physical 
features 
Compare similarities 
and differences with a 
non-European country 

Art   How does the work of 
David Hockney differ 
from Georgia O’Keefe? 

 What line, shapes and 
patterns represent 
London? 

 

Knowledge 
 
 
Skills 

Colour Mixing primary- 

secondary 
Graded Pencils  
Sculpturing   

Graded Pencil 
techniques  
Painting – Pointillism 
Flicking, dribbling and 
squirting different 
consistencies  
Felt making – twisting, 
carding, rubbing, 
rolling Clay coil pot – 

Sewing by joining two items together  
Ink and oil pastel resist on fabric  
  

Charcoal skills using a variety of skills and 
techniques   

Chalk pastel skills of blending, layering, 
smudging, horizontal and vertical strokes, 
feathering, hatching, and cross hatching    
Paint brush skill and techniques  

 

Oil pastel skills of 
blending, layering, 
vertical and horizontal 
strokes, stippling, 
dotting and  
flicking  

Developing 
observational skills, 

Observation studies 
and sketches with 
graded  
pencils  

  

Graduated horizontal  

colour brush strokes  
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rolling, moulding, 
pinching, joining, 
combining  
 

Blowing and tipping paint  
Mixing secondary colours from powder paints to 
create shades lighter and darker in graduation  
Exploring dry paint particles onto wet surfaces  
 
 

critiquing and 
enquiring Comparing, 
similarities and 
differences of 
mediums 

Secondary colour wash  

  

Tile design and ink 
printing 

D&T   What is space?  

Knowledge 
Skills 

Cooking  
Sawing, fixing, 
joining using a 
range of tools  

 

Design and make  
Mechanisms  
 
Pivot, hinged flap, spring  

Design, make and evaluate a rocket or moveable 
model with levers and sliders  
 
Joining materials together  

Discuss healthy foods and understand where food 
comes from.  
Build structures exploring how they can be made 
stronger, stiffer and stable  
Use levers, sliders, wheels and axles in products  
Use simple tools safely to prepare food  

Music Sounds interesting Playing instruments Feel the pulse Composing Rain, rain go away African drumming 

Knowledge 
Skills 

Create music on their own and with others 
Recognising moods in music 
Singing Body percussion 
Identify and keep a simple beat 

Imitate changes in pitch 
Create sequences of long and short sounds 
Clap rhythms 

Choose sounds to create an effect 
Create a mixture of sounds (long, short, loud, 
quiet, high, low) 

RSE Mental wellbeing Respectful 
relationships 

Internet safety Online relationships Mental wellbeing 

New beginnings Say no to bullying Getting on/falling out Going for goals Good to be me Changes/people who 
help us 

PE Personal skills-games Social skills-gym 
apparatus 

Creative skills-Dance 
Gym 

Cognitive skills-Gym 
Games 

Applying physical skills-
Gym & games 

Sports Day-team 
games 

RE What do Christians 
believe about God? 

What can we learn 
about festivals of light? 

What is Islam? Why is prayer so 
important to some 
people? 

What does it mean to 
be a Jewish person? 

What role do festivals 
and holy days play in 
the life of faith? 

Gardening Where does my food come from? 

Knowledge  
 
 
Skills 

The structure of a plant  
The uses of a plant (and their associated 
functions, including water transportation within 
plants), plant identification. 
Explore soil types  
Plant and grow plants  

Getting more out of plants (seeds and cuttings), 
agriculture, forestry and fisheries. 
 

Observe changes in plants  
Ask questions about plants  

Healthy plant based diets.  
Exploring plants for taste and enjoyment. 
 
Show care and compassion for living things. 

 


